
In this excerpt from the bio-graphic novel
‘Steve McQueen: Full-Throttle Cool,’

writer Dwight Jon Zimmerman and artist Greg Scott
offer a glimpse of Hollywood’s

KING OF COOL
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In 1967, actor Steve McQueen, already a Hollywood 

superstar, produced and starred in a film that 

vaulted him to the level of a cultural icon . . .

The story was a complex tale of deceit and rough justice. In a pivotal moment, 

Lieutenant Frank Bullitt, a maverick in the San Francisco Police Department, is  

marked for death by the mob. Bullitt, in his Ford Mustang, sees the hit man’s  

Dodge Charger and turns the tables. The hunter is now the hunted.

What happens next is a scene that riveted movie 

audiences to their seats: a ten-minute car-chase 

thrill ride through the streets of San Francisco 

and beyond that not only defined the movie . . .

PROLOGUE
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ROBERT VAUGHN

Senator Walter Chalmers

JACQUELINE BISSET

Bullitt’s girlfriend, Cathy

DON GORDON

Sergeant Delgetti, SFPD

. . . it became a benchmark 

by which all subsequent 

chase scenes are 

measured. Executive 

Producer Robert Relyea 

said it “evolved out of 

McQueen’s love for racing 

and the potential we all 

saw in San Francisco’s 

rollercoaster streets to 

provide an unusual twist.”

Meticulously 

choreographed and 

rehearsed, shooting 

started at 7:3
0 a.m., 

lasted until dark, and 

took three weeks. 

Unlike previous movies 

that undercranked 

the camera to fake 

high-speed chases, 

everything was shot 

“at speed” with the 

modified cars traveling 

up to 110 mph through 

the city’s streets.

SIMON OAKLAND

Captain Sam Bennett, SFPD

NORMAN FELL

Captain Baker, SFPD

ROBERT DUVALL

Taxi Driver Weissberg
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Steve McQueen’s Bullitt script, 
annotated
Warner Brothers, 1968
Estimate: $5,000-$10,000
Entertainment Signature®  
Auction 7157
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Released on 

October 17, 19
68, 

it was a critical 

and box-office 

smash, the 

fifth
 highest 

grossing film
 of 

1968, winning an 

Academy Award 

(editing) and an 

Edgar Award 

(screenplay).

In an acting career that 

included a successful TV 

show, Wanted: Dead or Aliv
e, 

and roles in such successful 

films as The Magnificent Seven, 

The Great Escape, The Sand 

Pebbles, Pap
illon, The Towering 

Inferno, and many more, Steve 

McQueen was the highest pai
d 

actor of his day and acclaimed 

as “the King of Cool.” But 

equally important to him was 

racing. In fact, it w
as a pa

ssion 

that defined him.
A lot of people  

go through life
 doing 

things badly. Racing’s 

important to men who do 

it well. W
hen you’re racing, 

it. . . i
t’s life

. Anything  

that happens before  

or afte
r. . . is  

just waitin
g.

 In 2007, th
e Library of Congress selected it fo

r 

preservatio
n in its National Fi

lm Registry for being 

“culturally, 
historically, 

or aesthetically significant.”

Terrence St
even

 McQueen 

was born on either March 21 

or March 24, 1930, at t
he 

beginning of the Great 

Depression. His fath
er, 

Terrence William
 McQueen,  

was a ne’er-do-well stunt 

pilot who abandoned Steve  

and his mother, Jullian
, when 

Steve was six months old.

His 

Personal 

Great 

escaPe
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UNIQUELY McQUEEN
UPCOMING AUCTION INCLUDES MORE THAN 25 LOTS 

ONCE HELD BY THE LEGENDARY ACTOR

EVENT
ENTERTAINMENT SIGNATURE® AUCTION 7157
March 18, 2017
Live: Dallas
Online: HA.com/7157

INQUIRIES
Garry Shrum
214.409.1585
GarryS@HA.com

Margaret Barrett
310.492.8631
MargaretB@HA.com

Steve McQueen’s Brooks Brothers  
Credit Card

Estimate: $800-$1,000

Steve McQueen’s Indian  
Motorcycles Badge

Estimate: $1,000-$1,200

Steve McQueen’s Screen Actors Guild 
Membership Card, 1975
Estimate: $2,000-$2,500

Steve McQueen’s Beaded  
Bag with Tassel

Estimate: $800-$1,000

Steve McQueen’s Lighter,  
Cigarette Case

Estimate: $800-$1,000

The Towering Inferno script, annotated
20th Century Fox, 1974
Estimate: $3,000-$6,000

Heritage Auctions’ entertainment auction is a unique chance 
for fans of Steve McQueen to bid on items once owned by 
Hollywood’s leading man. “McQueen’s tough-but-tender 
roughness and an aching vulnerability made him one of 
the biggest stars to ever emerge from Hollywood,” says 

Heritage entertainment specialist Garry Shrum. “Nearly 
30 years after losing his battle against cancer, he remains 
one of the world’s most popular personalities.” Thirty items 
once owned by the film star, and most recently held in a 
private collection, are included in the upcoming auction.
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Steve and his driving partner, John Colgate Jr., were not as 

fortunate at Sunday’s 12-hour event. At the 7-hour mark, the car’s 

engine threw a connecting rod, and they ended up in 46th place.
One month later, at Del Mar in 

Southern California, McQueen 

competed for the first time 

in his new Cooper T52 FJ.
In the two-day weekend event, 

Steve won both his races.
At Cotati Raceway in 

northern California, 

Steve suffered engine 

trouble. As he struggled 

to maintain control.. .

Temporarily blinded by the pebble’s 

impact and shattered goggles, McQueen 

successfully stopped his Cooper T52 FJ in 

the weeds and sunflowers off the track.

In addition to 

winning two more 

car races later 

at Santa Barbara, 

he was dirt-bike 

riding in the 

desert with his  

friend Bud Ekins.

Meanwhile, his agent, Hilly Elkins, was making 

plans to return to New York City. As a 

parting gift, he sent Steve the script of a 

movie to be directed by John Sturges.

McQueen had liked working with 

Sturges on The Magnificent 

Seven and the 1959 Frank 

Sinatra movie Never So Few.

He needed a hit now, or his 

movie career, at its make-or-

break point, would be over. Elkins thought the Sturges 

project was such a breakout 

movie. It also offered Steve 

top billing for the first time.

Hello, John?

You’ve got your 

“Cooler King.”
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Steve McQueen’s The Great Escape 
script, annotated 
United Artists, 1963
Estimate: $5,000-$10,000
Entertainment Signature® Auction 7157
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    the
GREAT
  escape

Based on Paul Brickhill’s book, The Great 

Escape is the story of the greatest Allied 

POW escape attempt during World War II.

In addition to McQueen, the 

international cast included 

Richard Atte
nborough, who 

played Squadron Leader  

Roger Bartlett, th
e escape’s 

mastermind, and Gordon 

Jackson in the role of Flig
ht 

Lieutenant Andrew MacDonald, 

responsible for intelligence.

How many 

you takin
g 

out?

Two 

hundred 

and fifty
.

Two hundred 

and fifty
?!?

McQueen’s character, Captain 

Virgil Hilts, nicknamed the 

“Cooler King” because of his 

frequency in the isolation 

cell—the “cooler”—was 

based on Army Air Force pilot 

David Jones, who participated 

in the 1944 escape attempt 

from Stalag
 Luft III.

The cast included James Garner and McQueen’s friend 

James Coburn. Though Steve had top billing, his character, 

a secondary role vaguely defined in early drafts,  

was reduced in later script revisions.

McQueen rebelled and refused to work until his role was increased. 

Out of the script crisis emerged the movie’s most fam
ous scene.

Steve, your  

role’s expanded. Your 

baseball-an
d-mitt routine 

is also now a continuous 

element. What else  

can we do?

Add something  

at th
e end I’ve  

been pushing  

from the start!

The motorcycle  

escape scene? Okay, b
ut 

for insurance reasons, 

somebody else does 

the jump.

Okay. T
hen  

that’s got to be 

my stunt double, 

Bud Ekins.
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Escape is the story of the greatest Allied 

POW escape attempt during World War II.

In addition to McQueen, the 

international cast included 

Richard Attenborough, who 

played Squadron Leader  

Roger Bartlett, the escape’s 

mastermind, and Gordon 

Jackson in the role of Flight 

Lieutenant Andrew MacDonald, 

responsible for intelligence.

How many you taking out?

Two hundred and fifty.

Two hundred and fifty?!?

McQueen’s character, Captain 

Virgil Hilts, nicknamed the 

“Cooler King” because of his 

frequency in the isolation 

cell—the “cooler”—was 

based on Army Air Force pilot 

David Jones, who participated 

in the 1944 escape attempt 

from Stalag Luft III.

The cast included James Garner and McQueen’s friend 

James Coburn. Though Steve had top billing, his character, 

a secondary role vaguely defined in early drafts,  

was reduced in later script revisions.

McQueen rebelled and refused to work until his role was increased. 

Out of the script crisis emerged the movie’s most famous scene.

Steve, your  
role’s expanded. Your 

baseball-and-mitt routine 

is also now a continuous 

element. What else  
can we do?

Add something  
at the end I’ve  
been pushing  

from the start! The motorcycle  
escape scene? Okay, but 

for insurance reasons, 

somebody else does 
the jump.

Okay. Then  that’s got to be 
my stunt double, Bud Ekins.
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Today, such a stunt would be done with computer animation. In 
1962, it was shot live. The stunt called for Ekins to make a 60-foot 
leap with his motorcycle and land between two immense rows of 
barbed wire (actually stretched and wrapped rubber).

Measurements and estimates were carefully made and 
calculated, a ramp was constructed, and Ekins rehearsed.  
As the German BMW lacked the necessary power for the 
stunt, Ekins rode a modified British Triumph 650, imperfectly 
camouflaged to resemble the German motorcycle.

On the day of the shoot, 
Ekins got into position, 
pulled in the clutch, 
gunned the Triumph’s 
engine, dropped it into 
gear with his right foot, 
raced down the hill 
gathering speed.. .shot up 
the ramp. . . into the air. . .

. . . over the barbed wire. . .
and landed in the open 
space between the two 
rows, perfectly nailing 
the thrilling stunt on  
the first take.

You were 
lucky, Hilts.

How many?

Fifty.The Great Escape was released 
on July 4, 1963, and dedicated to 
the fifty escapees who were 
recaptured and executed by 
the Nazis. The movie was a 
critical and box-office success 
that quickly became a classic.

As Elkins had predicted, it 
vaulted McQueen into 
stardom’s upper echelon.

And, in a bit of movie trivia, 
McQueen also portrayed one 
of the German motorcyclist 
pursuers in the scene—thus, 
through movie magic, he 
wound up chasing himself.

Of the 76 P.O.W.s who actually escaped 
the camp, all but three were captured. 
But only 23 returned alive.
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As with The Great Escape, McQueen put a memorable vehicle 

imprint on the film—In this case the joy-riding beach scenes 

in a Meyers Manx dune buggy that McQueen helped modify.

We did one big jump for  

the camera right off the edge of 

a high dune, and it was wild—with 

the rear wheels clappin’ each other 

in the air. I looked over, and Faye 

was all bug-eyed; the back of the 

floorboard was scratched raw 

from her heels diggin’ in.

The throttle jammed, and  

we were heading right for the ocean  

at a terrific rate of speed. Well, on film, 

all you could see was this orange bug 

disappearing into the water. Faye  

came out of it soaked and  

smiling. Some trooper!

Neile was right. 

Audiences and 
critics loved Steve 

in the movie. It 
was a smash hit. His 

next project would 

prove even bigger.

Immediately after shooting Thomas 

Crown, McQueen began work on 

Bullitt. Steve worked closely with 

the San Francisco Police Department 

to make sure he got a proper feel 

for police operations in the city.

The film, expensive because 

of the action sequences and 

extensive location shooting, 

went over budget and schedule. 

But ultimately 
everything paid  

off—Bullitt was 

the fifth highest 

grossing film  
of 1968.

Steve McQueen’s The Magnificent Seven 
script, annotated
United Artists, 1960
Estimate: $4,000-$8,000
Entertainment Signature® Auction 7157

Steve McQueen’s The Thomas Crown Affair 
script, annotated 
(working title Thomas Crown and Company)
United Artists, 1968
Estimate: $4,000-$8,000
Entertainment Signature® Auction 7157
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Reviews for Bullitt were glowing. Chicago Sun-
Times movie critic Roger Ebert best summarized 
its success: “Stars like McQueen, Bogart, Wayne or 
Newman aren’t primarily actors, but presences.”

“They have a myth, a personal legend they’ve built up 
in our minds during many movies, and when they try 
to play against that image it usually looks phony. . .”

“. . . McQueen is great in Bullitt, and the movie is great, 
because director Peter Yates understands the 
McQueen image and works within it. He winds up with 
about the best action movie of recent years.”

With The Thomas 
Crown Affair at 
number 19, by having 
two movies in the 
top 20, McQueen had 
secured his position 
as Hollywood’s biggest 
superstar, aptly 
earning the accolade 
“the King of Cool.”

tHe kinG
of cool

McQueen’s next film 
also went against 
type. The Reivers 
was the movie 
adaptation of William 
Faulkner’s Pulitzer  
Prize-winning novel. 

Old MacDonald had 
a farm. E-I-E-I-Oh!

Steve later said the movie’s car, a 
custom replica Winton Flyer built 
by the legendary Von Dutch, was 
“the real star of the picture.”
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MAN OF ACTION
‘FULL-THROTTLE COOL’ AUTHOR EXPLAINS HOW ACTOR  

TAPPED INTO DREAMS AND FOUND A HOME IN HOLLYWOOD MYTHOLOGY
Interview by Hector Cantú

Dwight Jon Zimmerman vaguely remembers Wanted: Dead or Alive, the 1950s TV series that launched Steve McQueen’s career. 
“Westerns were big back then,” says Zimmerman, 63, “and I was more of a Gunsmoke and Rawhide fan.”

Things changed after the 1958 release of The Blob, McQueen’s first leading role in a movie. “I was a big science-fiction fan back 
then,” he says, “and being a little kid, I really enjoyed the movie.”

Fifty-five years later, Zimmerman, a best-selling and award-winning author, has penned Steve McQueen: Full-Throttle Cool, the 
actor’s life story told in graphic-novel format, covering McQueen’s earliest years in Indiana to his death in 1980 from mesothelioma. 
Greg Scott, who’s worked for Marvel and DC Comics, did the art.

Zimmerman, co-author with Bill O’Reilly of The New York Times bestseller Lincoln’s Last Days, spoke to us about the legendary 
actor and why his legacy lives on.

 
When did you first become aware of Steve McQueen?
I definitely remember the movies The Blob, The Magnificent 
Seven and The Great Escape. I was 5, 7 and 10 years old, 
respectively. I loved those films and thought he was great.

What are your favorite movie memories of McQueen?
In Magnificent Seven, to the best of my recollection, I liked his 
quiet confidence – he was a man of action, not words. I liked 
Westerns and I thought this was one of the best of the genre. In 
Great Escape, two things stood out. The most vivid, obviously, 
was the climactic motorcycle scene. The other was the “Cooler 
King” baseball routine. And, in doing research for my graphic 
biography, I discovered that these character-driven bits were 
suggested by him. Smart work!

Can you explain the racing aspect of his life?
It appears he was born with that passion. As he so famously said, 
“I’m not sure whether I’m an actor who races or a racer who 
acts.” The earliest stories of him racing were when he was a child 
riding tricycles. He would race his friends for gumdrops – and 
win. When he got older, he raced motorcycles and eventually cars 
as well.

Why do you think that 37 years after his death, he remains one 
of Hollywood’s legendary personalities?
What a great question! In so many ways, he was a larger-than-
life personality. On-screen, he had a magnetic quality that 
either exists in an actor or doesn’t. It also helped that he was 
in so many great films. Even his commercial failure, Le Mans, 
became an acclaimed classic. He was also very successful in two 
demanding careers: acting and racing. It didn’t hurt that he was 
racing at a time when it did not have all the safety protocols that 
are now in place. Racing still is a dangerous sport, but back then 
it was even more deadly. I think, also, that in the way he lived 
his life, both on and off screen, in how he did what he did, he 
managed to tap into or represent dreams so many men had, and 
do it in a way that fascinated and attracted women. Many men 
try, but few succeed. He was one who did – and still does.

Where do you think McQueen ranks among Hollywood 
legends? Who are his peers?
Tough questions to answer. During his lifetime, he wound up 
being compared to Paul Newman. That was not something 
I personally would have done. My opinion is that the closest 
comparison, with respect to career, is that of Clint Eastwood. 
Both did definitive Westerns, both did definitive San Francisco 
crime dramas, both did a wide variety of different-themed 
movies that were notable works. Attempts to numerically rank 
him among the pantheon of top male actors is one of those 
enjoyable table-talk discussions. Certainly he’s in the top 50 of 
iconic male actors. Where exactly? Well, pull up a chair, order a 
beer and let’s talk!

Excerpted from 
Steve McQueen: 
Full-Throttle Cool 
(Motorbooks, $19.99), 
written by Dwight 
Jon Zimmerman 
and Illustrated by 
Greg Scott. ©2015 
Quarto Publishing 
Group USA Inc. Text 
©2015 Dwight Jon 
Zimmerman. Artwork 
©2015 Greg Scott. 
Reprinted with 
permission.
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